The format of the book is quite excellent with each chapter written by experts in their field. There is a good summary at the end of each chapter under the heading of "Key Points". The book is well bound with good quality paper and has an excellent index, making it very easy to use as a reference source.
The most exciting aspect of this publication is that it is up-to-date, with many of the authors' references being from the late 1990s and even 2001. I was unable to find a single chapter that I viewed as "out-of-date". The book is understated when its title suggests it is a treatise on Perioperative Management-it is much more than that.
It is invidious to pick out any specific chapter for praise, but appropriately the first chapter in the book is dedicated to Preoperative Assessment. This should be read in conjunction with chapter three. The authors of both these chapters emphasize the importance of determination of exercise tolerance. If that were done with more care in this country, then there would be a big reduction in the current need for emergency postoperative ICU admission.
Whilst there are many other books on critical care medicine, I have not come across one that is both an excellent reference book and a book that is a delight to read. It is a very impressive publication.
I strongly recommend this book to anaesthetic departments and intensive care units.
P The first edition of this book written by Joe Parillo and Roger Bone was published in 1995. Following the death of Roger Bone, Phillip Dellinger was recruited to be coeditor for this 1670 page second edition. The authors set out to provide an authoritative, comprehensive textbook, and for each chapter they have chosen a seasoned clinician/scientist actively involved in critical care and a recognised expert in the given chapter topic. Those chosen are predominately from the United States of America.
The first part of the book is dedicated to critical care procedures, monitoring and relevant pharmacology. Topics are presented concentrating on points relevant to the clinician, containing information not always in other standards texts such as practical points for CVVHDF and problem solving for epicardial pacemakers. Some standard basic information such as the classification of pacemakers is not covered. There are some obvious differences in clinical practice compared with Australia. Some of these raise concern, particularly the recommendation for the use of a trochar for chest tube insertion.
The second part of the book is devoted to critical care aspects of cardiovascular, respiratory, infectious, renal, metabolic, neurologic, gastrointestinal, and haematologic-oncologic diseases. There are some excellent up-to-date chapters giving a practical guide to patient care based on a comprehensive review of current literature.
Subsequent chapters are then devoted to social, ethical and administrative issues. The chapter on severity of illness scoring systems is nicely set out. Each chapter has a handy section illustrating key points and a comprehensive list of references, highlighting those considered to be key references for evidence-based debates.
For the current price (almost double some of the standard reference texts), the specialist registrar preparing for the Australian intensive care examination may find this book does not achieve the stated goal of being comprehensive, as it lacks information on many surgical-and trauma-related aspects of critical care. Some of the chapters are quite wordy whilst not providing a great deal of detail, leaving the reader searching for the information elsewhere.
It does, however, offer a different, more practical view from other standard texts. It is stronger in its coverage of the medical aspects of intensive care and endeavours to be evidence-based where possible. We would recommend this as a reference text to complement others in a departmental library. E. BENNETT P. KRUGER Princess Alexandra Hospital, Brisbane, Queensland This product is described as an "Advanced Life Support PC Simulator". The CD Rom comes with a registration code necessary to make the product run. I found the program quite good to use. It may be even better for users 20 years younger than I with more facile computer skills.
Despite being slow to get going, I found the simulator a useful prompt of knowledge in pharmacology and diagnosis. The clock which shows on the screen distracted me as I think I am far too slow to respond: it does not seem intuitive to click on buttons and select text from pulldown menus. I become frustrated by the interface, and while not being able to suggest any specific improvements, do not find the simulator easy to use. With time, this improves, and I think the interface will be quite acceptable to most trainees who enjoy a good level of computer skills.
The pharmacopaeia is frustrating with "epine-phrine" and other drugs identified by North American nomenclature. The help text is useful and gives good feedback and factual points. Despite my initial difficulties, I believe this to be a useful product which can be used to stimulate discussion. While not appealing to all, it will certainly be of help to many. Hopefully there will be updates which make the simulations flow better.
T. WEEKS Alfred Hospital, Melbourne, Victoria
